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Ida B. Wells
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ida B. Wells was a very protuberant activist, journalist, and scholar in the late 19th era and early twentieth era. Ida B. Wells was born on July 16th, 1862, in Holly Springs, Mississippi, United States, and died on March 25th, 1931 (aged 68) in Chicago, Illinois, united states. She had a variety of occupations such as women's rights activist and civil rights, news editor, journalist, and teacher. She was married to Ferdinand L. Barnett in 1895, where they together had six children, including Alfreda Duster. During her lifetime, Ida B. Wells was against racism, sexism, and violence. Campaigns against lynching and delivering speeches, and establishing anti-lynching civilizations made Ida B. Wells very famous. She had accomplished several achievements in her lifetime, such as publication of A Red record book, which had details about lynching, co-founder of National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), and formation Black Women's Suffrage group.
Ida B. Wells provided a solution to lynching, which had escalated in the United States in the early 20th century.   Being a rights activist, Wells facilitated the instant execution of federal rules that would, in turn, guard the lives of black people from lynching, which was a significant threat during her time. Her suggestions provided an essential blueprint for doing away with police ferocity in the United States. Ida B. Wells, since she relocated from Mississippi to Tennessee, she had been challenging Jim Craw laws. Still, she shifted her attention to the matter of racial ferocity after her three friends were lynched in Memphis, 1892. Their death represented a particular pattern in which black men and women were being targeted by white mob ferocity across the South. In 1909, during NAACP's first annual meeting, which was held in Atlanta, wells delivered a zealous speech disparaging lynching and presented a well-thought-out plan to end it. She first gave out three facts attributed to lynching, which include: lawbreaking excuses used to validate these acts, but generally, they are not the cause; racial bias, which is a significant concern about police violence today; and lynching is national misconduct which requires a national remedy. 
The reason black men were being lynched is that they were accused of sexual assault of white women, which in most cases was not valid. According to Wells, lynching was a tool used by white to suppress black people and prevent their social progress. It was also a way of proving white people supremacy against the black man. In addition, Wells went ahead to collect data on police shootings which in most cases goes unreported. Ida B. Wells acknowledged her predecessor's efforts to combat lynchings such as mass demonstrations, political agitation, and decency politics; she argued that there was a need for one scathing retort: federal protection of black people in the United States. Although white citizens were convicted of lynching innocent black people, they were quickly released after a short period. She suggested that federal laws, which were referred to as the government's stronger arm, would therefore guard the black citizens against desecrations by the state.
Ida B. Wells initiated a nationwide anti-lynching campaign through her effort to rescue black people. Through her various speeches and writings, it was her various speeches and writings that catapulted the issue of lynching to the epicenter of national discussions on federal anti-lynching rules. Between the 1920s and 1940s variety of anti-lynching bills were presented and approved by the house, though southern politicians were against them and thus blocked their way from becoming laws. However, Ida B. Wells's efforts did not go in vain as, by the early 1930s, lynching in the United States had commenced declining. Black people had federal protection under the laws championed by Wells. Today, we have a critical issue on police brutality and violence against black people, which is becoming a vital domestic challenge. To counter this matter, activists advocate public awareness and sensitization approaches that encompass Black Lives Matter, a global struggle to aid unjust police killings. Recently, various activists are advocating the need for new government policies that would enable secure justice of persons who would die at the hands of police officers. 
Apart from lynching, Ida B. Wells left behind other legacies that aided the smooth stay of black people in the U.S. Ida B. Wells moved to Chicago in 1894, where she tirelessly advocated for black power and black equality. Among her attainments in Chicago, Wells helped set up the first black kindergarten and facilitated the city's first black alderman election. Her work aided pave the way for cohorts of black activists, legislators, and communal leaders. Ida B. Wells helped in organizing black political power. Ida B. Wells noticed that black women were not benefiting from their partial voting rights and that the suffrage program was not even inclusive. She wanted to change this situation. She founded an organization for black women in Chicago known as the suffrage club. She worked tirelessly to see to it that the club was successful. However, she met obstruction from two groups: black men who lawfully had the right to vote but still faced hardship such as knowledge tests, biased voting taxes, and other roadblocks, and white women who did not have voting rights in all elections. 
In addition, Ida B. Wells worked hard to improve the educational opportunities for black children. Wells was an experienced teacher as she worked as a teacher in her early adulthood back in Memphis, Tenn. On arriving in Chicago, she found that students had only one option of attending a private kindergarten. Though the institution offered services to white and black students, there was little hope for colored students on the waiting list. This triggered Well to come up with a solution to build another kindergarten in a black church. Her efforts faced a notable resistance where a group of black claimed that the kindergarten would even make it more burdensome for black children to secure a chance at Amour. Ida B. Wells did not pay much attention to the resistance, and hence she succeeded in setting up a kindergarten that accommodated both black and white students. The kindergarten, which was opened in Bethel A.M.E. church's lecture room, was the first to be created explicitly for Chicago's black community.
To conclude, Ida B. Wells was a resilient activist who never settled for less. She ran campaigns and made sure that black men's rights were respected and upheld. As discussed above, she made several achievements which included: journal of a book about lynching with the title A Red Record, the cofounder of NAACP, founding Black women's suffrage group, and establishing the first African-American kindergarten in Chicago. Therefore Ida B. Wells left a strong legacy that was inspired by selflessness and bravery. 
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Race Riots
One of the world’s extreme race riots was witnessed in the early 20th century period. Black Americans, Latinos, Native Americans, Asians, and immigrants were the primary targets, as they were denied their legitimate rights, murdered, and forced to migrate. The migration happened in massive numbers, especially from the South to the Northeast, Midwest, and West. In most cases, the race riots were waged against African Americans. The political and legal rights won by African Americans during Reconstruction were taken away, sadly, suppressing their voting rights, property ownership, economic advancement, education, journalistic freedom, religious freedom, and worker's rights. The goal behind the racial massacres was to ensure that the whites continued to maintain white supremacy by force. In this essay, I will write about what happened in the early 20th century as recorded in The Green Book and History of racial massacres together with my insights.
The article “History of Racial Massacres”, (2015) records the most deadly racial riots that happened in the United States of America. The early 20th century massacres were many, and they led to a huge loss of lives, property, and economic activities. The first scenario happened on August 14, 1908 and was recorded as the “The Springfield Massacre” during this indiscriminate killing, a total of six blacks were killed. An estimate of 200 Black people was also driven out of the city of Springfield as a result of the riot.  
Another mass murder happened on January 28, 1918, ravaging the lives of 38 people and 500 injured. The massacre is called the Porvenir Massacre and was undertaken by Texas Rangers. The Rangers "went door-to-door, ordering the community's inhabitants out of their homes," and marched unarmed men and boys to where they were executed. The remaining 140 residents fled Porvenir, and the U.S. Army burned the village. On September 1919, the 30th, Chicago's Red Summer race riot also happened, killing 800 African Americans.
For nearly three decades, "Negro Motorist Green Book" served as a tour guide, advising African Americans on safe places to dine and sleep while travelling through racist parts of the United States (Archer, 2020). "Carry your Green Book with you-you never know when you'll need it," the book's motto said.
Green, the author, says in the book that as an African-American in the twentieth century, he had become tired of the injustices that blacks faced anytime they travelled and visited new towns. The "Whites Only" initiative pushed this because black tourists frequently couldn't find safe places to eat and sleep like their white counterparts. The Green Book identified hotels and lodging facilities indiscriminately by state and city, with the vast majority in big cities.
In conclusion, the two resources contain rich information about the early race riots and massacres that shaped today's American society. The History of Racial Massacres contains truthful information about when, why, and how the major early massacres took place. However, The Green Book by Green shows how the early massive murder and riots occurred and offers a solution to the most affected black community. As a travel guide, it helped blacks avoid unwarranted discrimination from the whites race, especially in hotel services. 
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Reflection Essay
The above research on race riots is instrumental in understanding how early massacres happened. It has given me a feeling of how life was in the early 20th century and a new reflection of the way the fight against race has claimed the lives of many innocent black Americans. The massacre scenarios have heavily taken a toll on the black Americans who were the target for destruction in most cases (Oliver, 2006). However, I am overwhelmed by the fighting spirit that the minorities had to claim race justice and live at liberty. Their fighting spirit is a reflection of the great miles of freedom the blacks claim today and that the current generation takes for granted. This assay will focus on how the early 20th-century race riots played an integral role in reducing race discrimination in the United States.
I have realized that even with all the history books I had read and all the documentaries I had seen, I had no idea what it had been like to live in America during the Jim Crow era. By reading these two essential resources of the American race riot history, I heard history come to real life. It is about people living in segregation talking about segregation. We are the beneficiaries of the equality fights they fought, hoping to win the fight shortly, but some perished before seeing the freedom.
The whites were more superior and powerful to make the non-white communities surrender to their unfair ideologies. Yet, they did not accept defeat to show important equal treatment matters even for the oppressed to fight at all costs. The Chicago's Red Summer race riot is a good example of how it happened for almost a weak, and the blacks did not see a reason to surrender apart from claiming their suppressed rights. The 800 people how perished explains how dedicated the less fortunate were. 
The Green Book guide for blacks is a true reflection of how small actions of avoiding racism made a big difference in the journey of freedom. It is recorded that the book listed all the safe places that black travelers could seek for services without trouble. The author periodically added new black destination and this could mean soliciting for safe places in the key metropolises even if it made requesting for rent space in homesteads of black-friendly owners. This was a huge milestone towards keeping the blacks from the white’s supremacy. Also, the realization that the green book was not the only handbook for black traveler another publication called “Travelguide” was marketed which advocated for vacation and recreation without humiliation (Velez, 2017).
In conclusion, this reflective essay shows how rough the journey towards racial freedom developed in the early 1990s. It was due to the dedication of non-whites that the racial gap in America has gradually decreased. There was no settling for anything less and this was their driving force that has given us freedom that we could never have gained if the gave up in the fight. Therefore, I think every American as a role to play in enhancing equality especially in race so as to avoid the shedding of more blood for the innocent.
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